TIMELINE: CASTLE OF GOOD HOPE.

https://www.sahistory.org.za/topic/cape-towntimeline-1300-1997
c.1300-c.1500
The Khoisan are established as the dominant
power in the Cape regions.
1488
The Portuguese explorer Batholemeu Dias
succeeds in circumnavigating the Cape, naming it “Cabo de Boa Esperança” or the Cape of
Good Hope.
1497
Vasco da Gama is mandated to expand on
Dias’ discoveries. Da Gama heads an expedition consisting of two ships, São Rafael and
São Gabriel. They sail along the southern African coast on the way to India. They put foot on
South African soil for the first time on 8 November at present-day St. Helena Bay on the west
coast and encounter the Khoi-Khoi.
1503
Antonio de Saldanha, leading a Portuguese
squadron, enters Table Bay (called Aguada da
Saldanha until 1601) owing to a navigational
error. They are the first Europeans to climb Table Mountain, which they name Taboa do Cabo
(the Table Cape) on account of its shape.
1580
An English admiral, Francis Drake, rounds the
Cape in his quest to reach India for the English
Crown. He describes the Cape in the following
words: ‘This Cape is a most stately thing, and
the fairest Cape we saw in the whole circumference of the earth.’
1590’s
The English and the Dutch begin to call regularly at Table Bay on their way to and from
Asia. Khoikhoi traded mainly iron, copper and
marijuana with the foreigners at this stage.

Pre-Colonial

The main urban theorist in the Netherlands was mathematician,
Simon Stevin (1548 - 1620). He planned fortified port cities around a
regular grid, encircled by ramparts and bisected by streets and canals.
His ideas were highly influential in the layout of VOC towns and
fortifications during the 17th Century.

Nomadic Khoikhoi dismantling their huts, aquatint by Samuel Daniell (1805).

Stevin’s drawings for a 6-pointed fortification, and an ideal port town.

The design of the Castle was clearly influenced by Stevin’s writings.
https://adcs.home.xs4all.nl/stevin/stercten/sb.html

17th Century

1660, The Map of the Fort de Goede Hoop shows the modest fort, with 1660, Fort de Goede Hoop, huizen en tuinen van vrij
luiden, etc.
its four points, and the nascent settlement. The fort and the gardens
are the largest elements at the Cape.

1680, Kasteel de Goede Hoop.

1601
Joris van Spilbergen, leading a Dutch fleet,
casts anchor in the Bay of Saldaha (Aguada
da Saldanha) and names it Table Bay after
Table Mountain.
1602
20 March: The Vereenigde Landsche Ge-Oktroyeerde Oost-Indische Compagnie (VOC)
trading company receives a charter from the
States General, the highest authority in the
Republic of the United Netherlands, which entails a trading monopoly and the right to acquire and govern Dutch possessions in the
Orient for a period of 21 years.
1652
The Dutch East India Company establishes
a refreshment station at Table Bay. Jan van
Riebeeck, on board of the Drommedaris, arrives in Table Bay.
1658
10 July: Van Riebeeck banishes Autsumao
(Herry) to Robben Island. He escapes in December 1659 in a leaky boat and is again allowed to settle near the Fort with his followers.
1659
May: The First Khoikhoi Dutch Wars begins.
1662
Zaccharias Wagenaer succeeds Van Riebeeck
as Commander of the refreshment station.
1666
2 January: Work begins on the building of a
stone fortification at the Cape (later popularly
known as the Castle) with the laying of the four
foundation stones of the first bastion.
1674
The building of the stone fortification, known
as the Castle of the Cape of Good Hope, is
completed.
1677
25 June: The Third Khoi-Khoi-Dutch war ends.
1679
A Slave Lodge is built to house Company
slaves. Simon van der Stel is appointed Commander of the Cape of Good Hope Colony.
1699
Governor Simon van der Stel retires. His son
Willem Adriaan van der Stel, who governs until
1707, succeeds him.

1705, Nicolas de Fer, Cap de Bonne Esperance.
Far left: Plan of the Fort of
Good Hope, the Company gardens and adjoining buildings,
stables, etc. Made in 1656
(VEL 820 - Collection Leupe,
Dutch General State Archives
(ARA) in The Hague).

1705, Nicolas de Fer’s Map of the Cap de Bonne Esperance shows
the new, five-pointed fort – the Castle. This stone fort would remain a
fixture of the urban landscape of Cape Town for centuries, and remains
the oldest structure at the Cape.

Left: Plan of the Company’s
Fort of Good Hope, gardens
and buildings, as weil as the
confined area for the beginning of a City for Free Citizens.
Made c1660 and arrived in the
Republic in 1661 (VEL 824 Collection Leupe, Dutch General State Archives).

Map of the Fort of Good Hope and the surrounding lands,
between Table Bay and Fals Bay. Arrived in the Dutch Republic in 1656 (VEL 803 - Collection Leupe, Dutch General
State Archives (ARA) in The Hague, Netherlands).

18th Century

1770 Map of Cape Town - Plan de la ville du Cap de Bonne Esperance
et environs, en Décembre 1770; Francois Valentijn.
• The map indicates the shoreline coming right up to the northern
bastions of the Castle.
• Adderley Street as already defined as the central north-south spine
of the city.
• The map indicates several buildings between the shoreline and the
Parade - the Dutch East India Company’s storehouses.
• The Dutch city grid has been laid out in the constrained area
between Adderley Street, Strand Street, Buitengracht Street and
Wale Street.
• The Groote Kerk and Slave Lodge define the eastern edge of
Adderley Street.

1745: N Parr, Plan of the fort of Good Hope and Table Bay, and a
view of Table Mountain and Cape Town seen from Table Bay.

1770: Plan de la ville du Cap de Bonne Esperance, Valentijn.

1785 map of Cape Town indicating the blocks/erven.

1770: Map overlay.

1767: Plan and Map of the fort and Town at the Cape of Good
Hope. Made in 1767 (VEL 838 - Collection Leupe, ARA).

1777: Detail of the Schumacher Panorama.

19th Century
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1858 - 1860 Skead survey of Table Bay
In the first half-century of British occupation, the population of
the city doubled, and a minor economic boom was experienced.
Houses were built beyond Buitengracht street and up the slopes
of Signal Hill, and to the south of the Company’s Gardens. The
Adderley and St. George’s Street area, was abandoned as a place
of residence and became the commercial centre of the city.
The mercantile nature of the city’s economy accounts for the
customs buildings and port office to the north of the Castle, as well
as the commercial exchange building on the western edge of the
Parade, facing Adderley Street.
Adderley Street itself extends into the ocean by means of a central
pier, and a south wharf “arm” extends out between the Parade and
Castle.
Impressive new shops and commercial buildings began to
adorn the central city. Their size and the Victorian style of their
architecture “were symbolic of the status and origins of their
owners. They stood as visible promoters of the latter’s position of
authority within the community” (Bickford-Smith, 1995: 131-2).
The late 19th century also saw the development of a fish market
c1862/3 Map of Cape Town – Survey of Cape Town by
to the north west of the Castle, where the central pier meets the
William Barclay Snow.
shore.
The discovery of gold on the Witwatersrand in 1886 brought
another period of commercial prosperity to the city. The building
boom in Cape Town continued, with the construction of impressive
new shopping emporiums of Garlick’s, Stuttaford’s and Cartwright’s
– all in the vicinity of the Castle, along Adderley Street.
In 1905, a new town hall was constructed on the southern side of
the Parade.
In 1896 the first electrified tram trundled up Adderley Street, and
four years later a syndicate had formed to provide electricity to the
city for lighting.
While Thom’s map shows the city in the middle of this flurry of
development, buildings such as the town hall had not yet been
constructed.

1878: Detail of Castle from the survey by John Wilson.

1848: Cape Almanac, George Grieg.

1881: Map of the Cape Town water supply.

1878 Map of Cape Town – Survey of Cape Town by John
Wilson.

1884 Map of Cape Town – Lithograph map published in 1891 1895 Map of Cape Town – Survey by Walter Thom.
by W. A. Richards & Sons of Castle Street, Cape Town.

20th Century
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1913: Map of the Cape Town foreshore.
The colour coding of the city blocks into institutional (black) and
private (red) structures indicates that Adderley Street continued to
perform as the civic spine of the city.
The dashed lines within the bay indicate the plans for reclamation
of land to the north of the city. Reclamation began in the 1930s.
The government, through the Ministry of Railways and Harbours,
initiated a new town planing scheme for the area to allow the city
to expand northwards. The block layouts shown in this map are
denser than the eventual foreshore fabric.
The railway station and shoreline remained in place at the time of
the map, although the dredging that occurred prior to and during
the Second World War would leave the site set one kilometer inland
from the sea.
The 1945 aerial photography of the city shows that the foreshore
reclamation had been completed by this date, and the central roads
and roundabouts laid out.
The 1947 Foreshore scheme shows the intended urban design
layout that would form the framework for urban expansion in the
foreshore area. This plan was the final version of several iterations
1934 Map of Cape Town – Trigonometrical Survey Map of the
over a period of ten years.
Cape Peninsula.
The 1953 map shows that, despite the publishing of the Foreshore
Plan, little development had yet occurred on the foreshore and it
was still an open, undeveloped area. However, the primary roads
had been laid out and conformed to the 1947 Foreshore Plan.

1966: Photograph of the Castle (UCT Library Digital Collection).

1980: Photograph of the Castle (UCT Library Digital Collection).

1945 Map of Cape Town – City of Cape Town Aerial Photography. 1947 Map of Cape Town – The Foreshore Plan.

1985: Photograph of the Castle showing politically-motivated
graffiti on the walls (UCT Library Digital Collection).

1953 Map of Cape Town – City of Cape Town Aerial Photography.

21st Century

•

•

During the latter half of the 20th Century, the foreshore began to
be developed. Development did not follow the 1947 Foreshore
Plan very closely, particularly in the open, central area which was
meant to link the Parade and sea over the station deck. The raised
freeways served to sever any meaningful links between the Castle,
the city and the sea.
Attwell notes that over the 20th Century the foreshore has been
detrimentally affected due to “modern movement planning and the
development of substantial transport routes, loss of pedestrian
rights [with] the development of underground pedestrian linkage…
and the incremental loss of context and cultural significance of the
old city and its historic patterns of connectivity and visual linkages”
(2010: 42).

1713
March: An outbreak of smallpox, introduced by
crew and passengers of a passing ship, results
in the death of 25% of the White population and
virtual decimation of the south-western Cape
Khoi-Khoi who have no resistance against
this disease. The decimation of the Khoi-Khoi
results in an acute labour shortage. Tracts of
land become ownerless. Colonial cattle farmers appropriate this land. Further outbreaks
of smallpox occur in 1755 and most seriously
in 1767, which registers three separate outbreaks.
1717
Construction of Groote Kerk begins.
1720
Population at the Cape 1450.
1739
April: Hendrik Swellengrebel becomes governor of the Cape
1750
Population at Cape 2500.
1751
Ryk Tulbagh is appointed as governor of the
Cape. During his reign from 1751 to 1771 he
establishes the Colony’s first library and a
plant and animal collection in the gardens of
the Company.
1754
A census of the Cape reveals that its non-indigenous population comprises 510 colonists/
settlers and 6 279 slaves.
1767
Drawing of Cape Town and the castle in 1764
by J Rach.
The third great smallpox epidemic breaks out
at the Cape.
1781-1784
French troops stationed at Cape Town.
Slave lodge, Groote Kerk, Lutheran Church
and Koopmans de Wet house is rebuilt.
1794
Tuan Guru founds the Auwal Masjid (mosque)
in Dorp Street, Cape Town, the first Muslim
place of worship in Southern Africa.
1798
The VOC is officially dissolved. A fire devastates large areas of Cape Town. The construction of the first post office begins.
1803-1806
The Cape is retroceded to Dutch rule under
Batavian administration.
1806
The British occupy the Cape for a second time.
After a skirmish between British troops and a
Cape burgher militia at Blaauwberg, the Dutch
capitulate. All property of the Batavian Government is surrendered to the British. The formal
cession of the colony to the Britain takes place
eight years later in 1814.
1806
Battle of Cape Town, British occupy Cape
(9307 slaves, 6435 free inhabitants, 800 liberated slaves).
1814
Cape Town formally becomes part of British
Empire after battle of Waterloo.
1834
Official emancipation of slaves. Although legally emancipated, the Cape slaves are indentured as apprentices to their owners for a
period of four years.
1840
Cape Municipality declared and councillors
elected on a non-racial but qualified Franchise
account.
1851
St Mary’s Cathedral completed in Cape Town.
1853
Representative Government established at the
Cape.
1860
Construction of a proper harbour begins at
Cape Town.
1863
Railways connecting Cape to wine lands built.
1872
Fully fledged responsible Government established at Cape.
1885
Parliament buildings completed at the Cape.
1891
Population at Cape 67 000.
1899
Outbreak of the South African War.

1901
Outbreak of plague at Cape Town.
1910
Formation of the Union of South Africa; Cape
Town’s population approaches 200 000.
1914 - 1918
First World War.
1923
Urban Areas Act passed, forcing Africans to
live in designated locations.
1939 - 1945
Second World War.
1940s
Legal backing given for segregated workplaces and suburbs in Cape Town.
1940
Pier built in 1925, demolished to make way for
a massive land reclamation scheme.
1954
The South African Coloured People Organisation (SACPO) organises bus boycott in Cape
Town to protest against the introduction of segregation on buses.
1955
The Black Sash is formed by six women in
Cape Town
1961
Nation-wide general strike. Nelson Mandela and the ANC take the initiative in organising
the strike. Sisulu visits Cape Town and organises for the extension to the ANC Youth
League.
1966
District Six declared a ‘White’ area, under the
Group Areas Act of 1950.
1966
Gabriel Fagan architects embark on first restoration work at the Castle. They continue with
restoration projects at the Castle into the 21st
Century.
1976
Some 200,000 Coloured workers stay away
from work in the Cape Town area. The extent
of the strike is unexpected and unprecedented.
1980
Boycotts of schools and universities started at
secondary schools in Cape Town and spread
finally to schools country-wide.
1990
Nelson Mandela released from prison. Talks
between Government officials and an ANC
delegation led by Nelson Mandela open in
Cape Town in April.
1994
First democratic elections held.
2000
The Mother City Queer Project (MCQP) holds
its annual party at the Castle. The new centruy
sees many cultural events, such as music concerts, cinema screenings and markets being
held at the Castle.
2010
Cape Town is one of the host cities for the FIFA
Soccer World Cup.
2015
FeesMustFall Movement starts at University
of Cape Town.

c2013 aerial photography of the Castle and its urban context.

The various shoreline mappings, showing progressive
reclamation of land in front of the Castle.

Primary public squares (in red) and urban grid (in purple) around
the Castle.

Provincial Heritage Resources in the vicinity of the
site include:
- The Grand Parade;
- The Castle moat and environs;
- The City Hall;
- The Old Drill Hall (now the City Library).

